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Hengel, 74—75%& % # itk 4w i - "Not only the letters and the
Apocalypse, but also the Gospel, were connected with John of
Ephesus from the beginning. However, this is not John the apostle
the son of Zebedee, but an enigmatic figure who, although he does
not come from the circle of the Twelve, was given the honorific
title 'the disciple of the Lord' in Papias and in the tradition of Asia
Minor. The consistency of this designation “the disciple of the
Lord” iIs to be understood primarily from this connection with the
Gospel. Only the Gospel of John makes exclusive use of the term
“disciple” and never apostolos for the men called by Jesus, and it
does not set great store by the Twelve. It is also the only one to
mention a special “beloved disciple” as its author."; Richard
Bauckham, The Testimony of the Beloved Disciple: Narrative,
Histo)ry, and Theology in the Gospel of John (Grand Rapids, Mich,
2007



¢ fiT4f cuzi ¢ "As Hengel has shown, as soon as Gospels circulated in the
churches, they must have been known with authors’ names attached to them.
The Fourth Gospel was known as John’s. In Asia, the tradition from Papias
early in the second century to Polycrates at its end was that this John, the
beloved disciple and the author of the Gospel, was John the Elder, a disciple
of the Lord but not one of the Twelve, who had died in Ephesus. We know of
no dissent from this tradition in Asia before the third century. It is not certain
when the identification of this John the Ephesus with John the son of
Zebedee was first accepted in Asia, but it does not appear to have happened
for more than a century after the writing of the Gospel. Bauckham, 68-69
The identification of John of Ephesus, the beloved disciple and the author of
the Fourth Gospel, with John the son of Zebedee seems to have been first
made in Egypt. The only unambiguous identifications of the author of the
Fourth Gospel with John the son of Zebedee in second-century literature are
In the Epistle of the Apostles and the Acts of John, which both appear to be
Egyptian works. from around the middle of the century."
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