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The normal sequence of background description
followed by consideration of biblical texts tends to
disguise as an inductive approach what can only be
supported by a process of deduction. We are told
"how bad the situation was" and "how much worse
the situation became.” Then the text is introduced to

show "what the situation produced.” (Schmidt, Hostility to
Wealth in the Synoptic Gospels, p.18)
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The Greco-Roman Context of His Mission

Adapted from Gerhard E. Lenski, Power and Privilege: A Theory of Social Stratification, 284.
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BRUCE L. MALINA'S IDEA OF LIMITED GOOD

The people presented in the pages of the New Testament would see
their existence as determined and limited by the natural and social
resources of their village, their preindustrial city, their immediate
area and world, both vertically and horizontally...... Thus broad
areas of behavior are patterned in such a way as to suggest that
such persons believe that in their social, economic, and natural
universes...all desired things in life, such as land wealth, prestige,
blood, health, semen, friendship and love, manliness, honor, respect
and status, power and influence, security and safety—literally all
goods in life—exist in finite, limited quantity and are always in short
supply. (Malina, The New Testament World, p.75)
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MALINA'S DEFINITION OF THE “POQOR”™

A poor person seems to be one who cannot maintain his inherited
status due to circumstances that befall him and his family, like debt,
being in a foreign land, sickness, death (widow), or some personal
physical accident. Consequently, the poor would not be o
permanent social class, but a sort of revolving class of people who
unfortunately cannot maintain their inherited status. Thus day
laborers, landless peasants, and beggars born into such situations
are not poor persons in the first-century society, and poor would
not necessarily be poor...... Personal assessment is not economic,
but a matter of lineage. (Malina, p.85)
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O] 2 Esler, Philip Francis, ed. “The Poor and the Rich.” Pages 164—200 in Community and Gospel in
Luke-Acts. 1st ed. Cambridge University Press, 1987.
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